
The Church and State as Partners in Education
EDWARD BLAKEMAN, D.D.*

Introduction: Tax-supported schools are limited unless the Church
supplements their curricula. Academic freedom depends not upon lib-
erty only but also opportunity. The framers of the constitution in
separating Church and State imply a partnership, not a competition.
Such partnership raises the question of affiliated departments, one by
the church and others by the state. One teaching Biblical, the other
non-Biblical themes, in so far as this division is possible.

Discussion: i. Situation. In the United States today we have a
competition which brings all possible educational partnership of Church
and State to grief, injures the democratic state and halts the progress
of religion. Education for the bulk of students in Illinois, Minnesota,
Wisconsin, Iowa, Kansas, Indiana, Michigan and Nebraska is provided
at places where religion as an educational matter is absent. The con-
verse is also true, education in religion is provided where the State
students are not.

2. Definition. By Union College of Religion, we mean a depart-
ment of under-graduate work in religion parallel to the present depart-
ments of Literature, History, Mathematics, Chemistry, etc. This
department, called a College only because of its being separate in
administration, should be located at the campus and duplicate no
courses offered by the State. Its grade of work, due to the scholarship
of its faculty and the permanence of its endowment, should obtain for
its pupils full credit in the university, as is the case in Missouri and in
North Dakota (limited to one year).

3. The Need, (a) Religion needs such an exponent. Only as her
scholars enter the open' forum with those of science, of literature,
speculative philosophy, etc., can the best statement of Religion, from
decade to decade, be obtained.

(b) Learning needs such a combination. Utilitarianism and voca-
tional matters are overstressed. This must warp the investigation of
State University men. Complement them with Christian Idealists
and you have performed a service to learning itself.

(c) State University Asset. The University needs this co-operation.
Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin cannot, while they operate under
the present handicaps, hope to offer to the citizens of these states the
complete opportunity offered in Chicago, Yale and Northwestern.

(d) The Churches need this partnership. There are now being
graduated annually 15,000 to 20,000 State University students who
have been denied religious instruction.

(e) Students register the need also. The average student is hung
in mid-air. Perplexed, he dangles between agnosticism and faith in a
prolonged emotional suspense which often ends in moral collapse or an

*The Rev. Edward W. Blakeman is Director of the Wesley Foundation of Wisconsin at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin.

112



THE STATE UNIVERSITIES 113

ever-to-be-regretted plunge into experimental indulgence. While this
is not peculiar to State Universities, the students on a State Campus are
those farthest from spiritual help.

(f) The Church Colleges need such an institution affiliated with the
State University. Knowing that Religion courses receive no credit
at Wisconsin, students in Beloit or Lawrence refrain from electing
such courses. This threatens to undermine the very foundation of
Church institutions.

4. The Curriculum. What courses should be offered? Here arises
confusion, we are told. It is necessary to state at once that we do not
advocate a Theological Seminary. We are not primarily concerned
with training preachers. We aim at Christian instruction of laymen.
We are primarily concerned at tlie State Campus with the men who are
to be our physicians, our merchants, our agriculturists, our lawyers,
our journalists, and the women who will as teachers first, then wives
and then mothers, rear the coming generations. The Theological Sem-
inary is a post graduate School. We are dealing with an undergraduate
department parallel to other undergraduate departments' of the Uni-
versity.

This department would include such courses in religion as may be
found in the curriculum of the University of Chicago but not in the
curriculum of the University of Illinois or such courses as are given at
Northwestern and not at Michigan State. Professor Ismar J. Peritz
and others have written on this subject. A curriculum such as the
following might be suggested:

GROUP I — Religion
Psychology of Religion 3 hours
History of Religion 3 hours
Comparative Religions 3 hours
Philosophy of Religion '. 3 hours

GROUP 2 — Biblical Religion
Biblical History 3 hours
Biblical Literature 3 hours
Biblical Religion (Hebrews) 3 hours
Biblical Languages 6 hours

GROUP 3 — Christian Religion
History of Christianity 3 hours
Social Problems of Christianity 2 hours
Missionary Movement 3 hours
Christian Ethics 3 hours

GROUP 4 — Religious Education
History of Education 3 hours
Training the Spiritual Life 2 hours
Method and Practice Work 2 hours

45 hours



114 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

5. Method, (a) Affiliation. The relation of this department to
departments of the State is readily seen when we parallel the two
curricula of any given student enrolled in both.

In U. of Wis.
LITERATURE:—

Survey of English Lit. Dept.
American Poets
Modern Essay Writers
Journalism 1
Shakespeare
English Composition

HISTORY:—
Hebrew History
Archaeology of Palestine

. History of America

PHILOSOPHY:—
History of Morality
Ethics
Social Ethics

In a College of Religion
Survey of Biblical Literature
Old Testament Literature
Introd. to New Testament
Life and Letters of Paul
The Four Gospels

History of Religions
Early Christian Church
The Canon
Protestant Reformation
History of Modern Church

Philosophy of Religion
Psychology of Religion
Ethics of Jesus
Comparative Religions
Metaphysics

ECONOMICS : -
General Economics
Lant Rent
Agricultural Econ.
Marketing

EDUCATION:—
American Education
Educational Adm.
Industrial Education
Adolescent Psych.
Rural Education

SOCIOLOGY:—
General Sociology
Psychology of Soc.
Philanthrop. Instit.
Social Movements
Rural Life
Prin. of Comm. Survey
The Family

LANGUAGES:—
Already Offered

The Canadians have clustered their department of Religion about
the campus of the provincial University. Why can we not create a real
educational partnership in Wisconsin? The University of Toronto,
for the support of which the province is responsible, includes faculties
of arts, the sciences and medicine. But near at hand in full affiliation
with the University are Victoria College (Methodist), Wicliff College

Method of Mod. Sun. School
Prin. of Relig. Education
Training of Spiritual Faculty

Soc. Ideals and Inst. of Bible
Evolution of Christ-Church
Modern Missions
The Function of Rural Church
"Interchurch Schedule"
Church and Recreation
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(Anglican), Knox College (Presbyterian), St. Michael's (Roman Cath-
olic), wherein courses in divinity are given. In 1912 this affiliation was
advanced so that a given student may now patronize two, three, or
more of the colleges, take his science and arts at Toronto Provincial
University and receive his degree from the University. The plan in
Missouri and in North Dakota is an entire success, and the field in Wis-
consin is open.

(b) As to credit. It is hoped that about all of such a curriculum
might be recognized with credit toward a bachelor's degree.

Concerning this factor a letter from President A. Ross Hill, of
Missouri, is of interest: "The University gives credit in Hebrew, New
Testament, Greek, Christian Ethics, Biblical Literature, and History
of the Jews; limiting however the total to nine hours, the restriction
which we impose on all professional schools in the University itself.''

The late President Charles R. Van Hise wrote that when such a
College is endowed to assure permanency at the University of Wis-
consin he would go before his faculty and recommend that credit be
offered on the basis of scholarship and ability of the professors who are
secured to give the courses. His successor, as president, Dr. E. A. Birge,
assures us of the same position on his part.

Nothing more than this would seem necessary. In fact, unless a
College is worth promoting for the sake of the intrinsic value of the
work, it should not expect credit from any University.

(c) Patronage. Will such courses receive patronage? Dr. George
E. Vincent while president of Minnesota, in a letter approving the
Union College of Religion, wrote, "As to a demand for the courses,
this would depend, as it does in the case of University electives, largely
upon the character of the teachers and their ability to inspire interest
and enthusiasm. If the affiliated college can begin with no other handi-
cap than those which meet the University courses themselves, it should
certainly be well on its way to success."

Over and above the machinery of the University the Affiliated Col-
lege of Religion might expect the loyal promotion of the churches.
While it is unprofessional for a professor to openly engage in any propa-
ganda to increase the enrollment in his courses, it is entirely proper
for a University pastor and the church membership to call attention,
from without, to the value of certain, courses. This should make for
the success of the affiliated institution.

(d) Denominational Co-operation. Two denominations have taken
action as follows:

"Whereas, it is the sense of this body, composed of six laymen
and the pastor representing the First Baptist Church, and four trustees
and the pastor of Wesley Foundation of Wisconsin, that a school of
religion of academic rank should be developed and established "adja-
cent to the University of Wisconsin and,

"Whereas, it seems to be an auspicious occasion to organize such
an enterprise therefor,
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"Be it resolved, that we herewith petition the National Boards
of Education of the Northern Baptist Convention and of the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church to confer as to procedure and as soon as possible
send the secretaries of the respective boards to the city of Madison
for the purpose of establishing a School of Religion adjacent to the
University of Wisconsin.

"Moved, seconded and carried that the resolutions be adopted.
"The Secretary was instructed to send copies of minutes, including

resolutions, to each one present at the conference and to the respective
secretaries of the National Educational Boards of the two denom-
inations.

D. D. MACLAURIN, Chairman.
A. L. STONE, Secretary."

(e) Control. The board of trust having control should be repre-
sentative of the several bodies co-operating so that the faculty could
be selected entirely on the basis of talent, personality, and training.

Resolutions
Relating to College and University Students

It is further recommended by this Religious Education Confer-
ence, convened at Madison, Wis., Jan. 21, 1920, that the promotion
of a Union College of Religion at the seat of the University be car-
ried forward along the general lines presented by Prof. George Albert
Coe as follows:

I. The Objective for the Administrators:—
The object is (1) to discover the Nature of the Christian purpose,

involving the history and literature of Israel, the history of the New
Testament, its literature, institutions, ideals, etc., and the nature of
the Christian purpose of our time.

(2) To master how this purpose is being carried out, (a) in Churches,
(b) in relation to communities, (c) through great international organi-
zations, (d) by Missionary propaganda; sacrificial, social, educational
etc., and (e) by Religious Education in the local Church.

(Certain parts of this shall be done on credit basis and certain
others on voluntary basis.)

II. The Curriculum to include the four great divisions:—
(1) Religions, (2) Biblical Religion, (3) Christian Religion and (4)

Religious Education; the courses in which shall, so far as possible, be
standardized as to hours^ per week, per quarter, etc., and made uni-
form in the proposed Union College of Religion and the several Church
Colleges as advocated by Pres. Culbertson of Ripon.

III. Denominational representation, in such a joint project should
be satisfied in the membership of the Board of Trust but not in the
teaching staff; said staff to be chosen entirely from the standpoint of
ability, scholarship and preparation to teach.


